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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5 and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims 
are written in a manner that does not conform to Standard English. 

3. Claims 6 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: in line 3 of 
each of the claims, the word "bookbinding" should be replaced by "bound". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Coyette (U.S. 
Patent 5,632,587). 

6. Regarding claim 9, Coyette discloses a pasting and bookbinding apparatus 
comprising: (a) a sheet bundle loading device 16 for stacking sheets ejected from an 
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image forming apparatus 10; (b) a sheet bundle transporting device 20 having a holding 
device 64/66 for transporting a sheet bundle F composed of plural sheets stacked on 
the sheet bundle loading device 16 and holding the sheet bundle to be erected at a 
prescribed position (see figure 2); and (c) a paste coating device 76 having a movable 
paste coating member 80 for coating paste on end surfaces of superposed sheet 
bundles held at the prescribed position (see figure 5), wherein the paste coating 
member 80 stands by at an initial position outside an area for a maximum-sized sheet, 
and moves along the end surfaces of superposed sheet bundle held in the erected state 
to coat paste 82 when a paste coating processing is carried out. 

7. Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by. 
Coyette (U.S. Patent 5,632,587). 

8. Regarding claim 10, Coyette discloses a pasting and bookbinding apparatus 
comprising: (a) a sheet bundle loading device 16 on which sheets ejected from an 
image forming apparatus 10 are stacked; (b) a sheet bundle transporting device 20 
having a holding device 64/66 for transporting a sheet bundle F composed of plural 
sheets stacked on the sheet bundle loading device and holding the sheet bundle to be 
erected at a prescribed position; (c) a paste coating device 76 that stands by at an initial 
position outside an area in a lateral direction in a direction of end surfaces of a 
superposed maximum-sized sheet bundle (see figure 1), and moves along end faces of 
the superposed sheet bundle held in the erected state, when a paste coating processing 
is carried out; (d) a cover supplying device (not shown, see column 5, lines 30-33 and 
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40-41) that contains cover sheets which touch the surface and the back of the sheet 
bundle and supplies; (e) a cover pasting device (not shown, see column 5, lines 34-37 
and 40-41) for bringing a cover sheet to be in pressure contact with end surfaces of 
superposed sheet bundle which has been subjected to paste coating processing to 
paste the cover sheet; and (f) a cover folding device (not shown, see column 1 , lines 21- 
28, and column 5, lines 40-41) for folding a cover sheet pasted on the sheet bundle by 
the cover pasting device along the end faces of superposed sheet bundle. 

9. Regarding claim 1 1 , Coyette discloses wherein a booklet formed by the cover 
folding device is "bound" by wrapping the sheet bundle with a front cover surface, a 
back cover surface and the end faces of the superposed sheet bundle (these limitations 
are inherent to the process of applying a pre-formed cover to a sheet bundle). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 1,3,5, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Coyette. 

12. Regarding claim 1, Coyette discloses a pasting and bookbinding apparatus: (a) a 
sheet bundle loading device 16 for positioning sheets ejected from an image forming 
apparatus 10 and stacking the positioned sheets thereon; (b) a holding device 18 for 
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holding a sheet bundle F stacked on the bundle of sheets loading device 16 and 
transporting; (c) a sheet bundle transporting device 20 for receiving the sheet bundle 
transported by the holding device 18 and interposing the sheet bundle to erect (see 
figure 2); (d) a paste coating device 76 for coating paste on a back of the sheet bundle 
interposed and erected by the sheet bundle transporting device 20; (e) a cover 
supplying device (not shown, see column 5, lines 30-33 and 40-41) for supplying a 
cover sheet; (f) a cover pasting device (not shown, see column 5, lines 34-37 and 40- 
41) for pressing the cover sheet supplied from the cover supplying device against a 
paste-coated back of the sheet bundle to paste; and (g) a cover folding device (not 
shown, see column 1, lines 21-28, and column 5, lines 40-41) for folding the cover sheet 
pasted on a sheet bundle by the cover pasting device along an edge portion of a paste- 
coated surface of the sheet bundle. 

Coyette does not disclose wherein elements (a) to (g) are arranged in a 
longitudinal line in a vertical direction inside a main body of the pasting and bookbinding 
apparatus. However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have formed the binding stations of Coyette in a 
longitudinal line in a vertical direction instead of horizontally and including a 90 degree 
turn in the middle of the machine for the purpose of having a design that is convenient 
for the binding location, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an invention 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

13. Regarding claim 3, the modified invention of Coyette discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed, except Coyette does not distinctly disclose further comprising 
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an elevating device provided in a lower portion of the pasting and bookbinding 
apparatus, for nnoving the cover pasting device and the cover folding device in a vertical 
direction. However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art 
and would have been an obvious variant to have used an elevation device provided in a 
lower portion of the pasting and bookbinding apparatus for moving the cover pasting 
device in a vertical direction, for the purpose of raising the paste coating member to the 
sheet bundle to apply glue, and for the purpose of raising the cover folding device to the 
assembled booklet for the purpose of folding the cover over the sheet bundle, because 
either the cover pasting and cover folding devices would have to be raised or the sheet 
bundle would have to be lowered to perform these operations in the modified invention 
of claim 1 . 

14. Regarding claim 5, the modified invention of Coyette discloses wherein formation 
of a sheet bundle F by sticking between sheets with paste and bookbinding by wrapping 
with a cover by which a booklet is made by sticking a cover composed of a front cover 
and a back cover to a sheet bundle with paste (all of these limitations are disclosed in 
claim 1 or are inherent to the binding operation), carried out at a same location (the 
location of the bookbinding apparatus). 

15. Regarding claim 6, the modified invention of Coyette discloses wherein a booklet 
formed by the cover folding device is "bound" by wrapping the sheet bundle F with a 
front cover surface, a back cover surface and a back of the sheet bundle in which the 
paste applied portion back of the sheet bundle is pasted ((all of these limitations are 
disclosed in claim 1 or are inherent to the binding operation). 
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16. Regarding claim 8, the modified invention of Coyette discloses an image forming 
system 10 comprising: (a) an image forming apparatus main body including an image 
writing means, an image forming means and a sheet transporting means (all of these 
limitations are inherent to a standard copy machine as disclosed in column 1, lines 5-9); 
and (b) the pasting and bookbinding apparatus described in the claim 1. 

17. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Coyette in view of Delfer et aL (U.S. Patent 5,754,434). 

18. Regarding claim 2, the modified invention of Coyette discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed, except Coyette does not disclose further comprising a sheet 
ejection device arranged in an upper portion of a main body of the pasting and 
bookbinding apparatus, for directly ejecting a sheet which does not need to be 
subjected to pasting and bookbinding processing. 

Delfer et al. teaches the use of a sheet ejection device (incorporated into region 
105, see column 17, lines 54-56) used for the purpose of eliminating any non-desired 
pages. Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have combined the binding apparatus of Coyette 
with the sheet ejection device of Delfer et al. in order to have a binding apparatus that 
can discard sheets that are not appropriate for binding. 

19. Regarding claim 4, the modified invention of Coyette discloses a transporting 
device 20 that is composed of a sheet transport path (see figure 1) through which a 
sheet ejected from the image forming apparatus 10 is transported and is fed into the 
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sheet bundle loading device 16, a cover transport path (not shown but inherent) through 
which a sheet for a cover supplied from the cover supplying device is transported to the 
cover pasting device and a sheet ejection path (not shown but inherent) through which a 
sheet is transported to the sheet ejection device. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric A. Gates whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5498, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:45-6:15. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Monica Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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28 August 2006 
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